
 

 

 

Learn to Live Term 1, Week 2 (7th February, 2020) 

Important Dates:                                                 

Please mark these dates on your  calendar 

Grose Road, Faulconbridge NSW 2776 

 PO Box 249, Springwood 2777     Phone: 4751 2208     Fax: 4751 3933 

Website: http://www.faulconbri-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/ 

Email: http://faulconbri-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 

Access student portal: http://portal.det.nsw.edu.au 

 Principal: Mrs C Frith 

Assistant Principal Stage 1: Mrs N Bridges 

Assistant Principal Stage 2: Mrs K Jansons 

Assistant Principal Stage 3: Mr P Earl 

Notes Home  
 

 Stage 3 Canberra Excursion deposit note (sent out 2019) 

 Springwood High School Expo (Year 6 students) 

 Year 6 Shirt orders 

 2020 Library Monitor Application Form (Stage 3 only) 

 Kitchen Garden Program (Stage 3 only) 

 Annual Swimming Carnival (Years 2 to 6) 

 Welcome to Kindergarten  

 Stage 3 Canberra Excursion information and payment  
 
 

Assembly Dates 

 

Fridays commencing 2pm 
  

   

TERM 1 
14th February  3-6 
21st February  K-2 
28th February  K-6 
20th March  3-6 
27th March  K-2 
3rd April  K-6 

School Activities Update 

Kitchen Garden Classes - Term 1 
Monday - 5/6P - 9:30am, 5/6S - 11:30am, 5/6T- 1:00pm 

 
Sport Days - Fridays 

K-2 (9.55 - 10.55) 

3-4 (12.25 - 1.25) 

5-6 (1.55 - 2.55) 

 

   PE Days (sports uniform) 

Tuesday: 2/3C, 3/4K, 3/4Z, 3/4S 

Wednesday: KC, KB, K/1G, 1/2F, 1/2H, 1/2W, 5/6P, 5/6S, 5/6T 

 

 Library Days 

Tuesday: 3/4K, 3/4S, KB 

   Wednesday: 2/3C, 5/6P, KC 

 Thursday: 5/6S, K/1G, 5/6T 

Friday: 1/2W, 3/4Z, 1/2F, 1/2H 

      Music 

Monday: 3/4Z, 3/4K, 3/4S 

Tuesday: KC, 5/6S 

Wednesday: 2/3C, 5/6T, 5/6P 

Thursday: 1/2H, 1/2F, K/1G, KB, 1/2W 

 

Choir 

3-6: Sopranos Tuesday 8:00am, Altos Thursday 8:00am in the Main Hall 

K-2: 8:15am Thursdays in the Music Room 

FEBRUARY 2020 

Mon 17 P&C Meeting 7pm 

Wed 19 Meet the Teacher Evening 

Thu 20 Volunteer Induction 9:15am 

SHS Expo - Year 6 (9:30 - 1:30pm) 

Fri 21 Zone Swimming @Glenbrook 

Mon 24 Volunteer Induction 6pm 

Thu 27 Photo Day 

MARCH 2020 

Thu 5 Scripture starts 

Mon 9 Wellbeing Week 

Mon 16 P&C Meeting 

Wed 25 Stage 3 @ Canberra 

Thu 26 Stage 3 @ Canberra 

Fri 27 Stage 3 @ Canberra 

APRIL 2020 

Mon 6 Sydney West Soccer 

Thu 9 Last day of Term 1 

Fri 10 Good Friday - Public Holiday 

TERM 2 - APRIL 2020 

Mon 27 Staff Development Day 

(NO STUDENTS) 

Fri 8 Mother’s Day Breakfast (P&C) 

Mon 18 P&C Meeting 7pm 

http://www.faulconbri-p.schools.nsw.edu.au/
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http://portal.det.nsw.edu.au
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjLivmVtKvgAhULfCsKHW4aDscQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.vectorstock.com%2Froyalty-free-vector%2Fchildren-playing-instruments-vector-1510348&psig=AOvVaw2rqj
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwiGouCrtKvgAhVUWX0KHZ1VB24QjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.friendshipcircle.org%2Fblog%2F2014%2F10%2F28%2F10-ways-your-child-with-special-needs-can-benefit-fr
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Principal’s Report 

Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
Welcome back to our 2020 school year! 

 

It has been a busy but settled start to our school year. We have increased our enrolment numbers in 2019 with a student 
population of 329 students across 13 classes. There are many opportunities for students to participate in school programs 
across the year, and the Kitchen Garden program will start for Stage 3 classes this week. 

 

At the end of 2019, our final newsletter was not published because the school site was shut on the last two days of the year 
due to the bushfire risk . With this in mind, please see the comment below regarding our Celebration of Student 
Achievement. 

 

Celebration of Student Achievement 

What a wonderful day we had at our Celebration of Student Achievement.  

It was a time to recognise the accomplishments of students across the school and to acknowledge the active participation of 
our Year 6 students over the last seven years in the life of the school.  

A big thank you to Mr Earl, and the entire organising committee for planning and delivering such a well organised event. 

It was a moment to shine for our Concert Band, Stage Band, Wind Orchestra, Drumming group, and Senior Choir, who all 
performed with gusto. 

Thank you to all the parents, grandparents and community members who came along to support our students. 

But most of all thank you to the students. It was a long ceremony, and it was quite warm in the hall. The boys and girls were 
very well behaved and demonstrated respect for the award winners and the speakers at the microphone. 

 

We always evaluate our practices and processes and look for areas to improve after every event. We welcome feedback and 
we have received some feedback regarding the Celebration of Student Achievement. We will be taking this feedback into 
account as we plan our 2020 event. 

 

Parental responsibility for attendance at school 

At the start of the school year it is timely to remind parents and carers of their parental responsibility for student attendance 
at school. Attendance at school is a legal requirement. What are the responsibilities of Parents? 

Parents must ensure: 

 

 Their children of compulsory school age  (the child is of or above the age of 6 years and below the minimum school leaving 
age), are enrolled in a government or registered non-government school or, they are registered with the Board of Studies, 
Teaching and Educational Standards (BOSTES) for Home Schooling. 

 Their children who are enrolled at school attend every day the school is open for their instruction. 

 They provide an explanation for absences by means such as a telephone call, written note, text message or email to the 
school within 7 days from the first day of any period of absence. 

 They work in partnership with the school to plan and implement strategies to support regular attendance at school, 
including communicating with the school if they are aware of issues impacting on their child’s attendance or engagement 
with school. 

 
 
Applications for Extended Leave (travel or holiday) procedure. 
 
Since the beginning of 2015, family holidays and travel outside of the school vacation period has been 
counted as an absence for statistical purposes. If you are planning to travel during a school term, an Application for Extended 
Leave should be completed in the weeks prior to the travel and submitted to the school office. This ensures the timely issuing 
of the Certificate for Extended Leave prior to departure to travel. Travel is considered to be domestic or international travel 
for the purpose of a family holiday, family business, bereavement or other reasons, which should be specified on the 
application. In the case of family holidays, you are encouraged to take holidays with your child/ren during school vacation 
periods. Travel during the school term must be in the best interests of the student. Educational, social and participation 
reasons should be specified on the Application for Extended Leave. 

 

http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ea1990104/s21b.html
http://www7.austlii.edu.au/cgi-bin/viewdoc/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ea1990104/s83a.html#school
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/parents/home-schooling.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/parents/home-schooling.html
http://www.boardofstudies.nsw.edu.au/parents/home-schooling.html


 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report cont’d 

As Principal, I have responsibility to accept or decline an Application for Extended Leave. Accepted applications receive 
written confirmation through the Certificate of Extended Leave which should be taken with for the duration of the leave 
period. If the application is declined, you will receive written notification. I may phone you to discuss the reasons for extended 
leave, to better understand your situation. Travel documentation, such as copies of travel itinerary or e- ticket can be 
attached to the Application to assist this process. 
 
 
Trial of new internal bell times during the day. 

As a staff, we have been looking at the growing body of international research that recognises the importance of giving 
students regular breaks throughout the day.  

Children’s brains need active, unstructured, play time throughout the day to allow for increased oxygen and glucose to fuel 
their brains, and to continue to be able to focus on their learning. The research shows that giving students a short break every 
50-75 minutes has a number of benefits. These include improvements in:  

 Academic performance;  

 Social and emotional wellbeing;  

 Creative and imaginative development; and  

 Physical growth.  
 

During Term 1 we will be trialling new internal bell times during the school day. Please note there will be no change to school 
start time or finishing time. There will be zero changes to the total amount of teaching time or student breaks during this trial. 
The NSW Department of Education stipulates that for Primary schools, there must be 4 hours and 45 minutes of teaching time 
per day, along with 1 hour and 15 minutes of student breaks. The tables below set out the current schedule of breaks, and the 
trial play time changes.  

Previous Timetable 

  8:55am  First teaching session (110 minutes) 

10:45am  Lunch Eating time (10 minutes) 

10:55am  Lunch play time (30 minutes) 

11:25am  Second teaching session (120 minutes) 

  1:25pm  Recess (30 minutes, including eating time) 

  1:55pm  Third teaching session (60 minutes) 

  2:55pm  End of school 

Total Teaching Time: 290 minutes           Total Break Time: 70 Minutes 

Trial Timetable Changes 

  8:55am  1st teaching session (110 minutes) 

10:45am  Lunch Eating time (10 minutes) 

10:55am  1st Break play time (30 minutes) 

11:25am  Second teaching session (60minutes) 

12:25pm  2nd Break (15 minutes) 

12:40pm  Third teaching session (60 minutes) 

  1:40pm  3rd Break (15 minutes) 

  1:55pm  Fourth teaching session (60 minutes) 

  2:55pm  End of school 

Total Teaching Time: 290 minutes Total Break Time: 70 Minutes 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report cont’d 

 

P&C AGM 

Our school P&C generally meets on the 3rd Monday of each month during school terms. Our first P&C Meeting is on Monday 
17th February at 7pm in the library.  The P&C AGM will also be held at this time. Everyone is welcome to attend.  Only 
financial members can vote at the AGM.  New parents can join the P&C at this meeting.  We look forward to welcoming new 
members in 2020. 

The P&C takes an active role in the life of our school, with subcommittees who look after fundraising, the Blackboard Café, 
advocacy for our school, student banking and the uniform shop. Fundraising events include the Mothers’ Day Stall, Fathers’ 
Day Stall, Twilight Markets and bi-annual walkathons/Colour run. As well the Blackboard Café supports many events at school 
throughout the year. All of these events are reliant on the good will and time of our volunteer parents and grandparents. 
Please consider taking an active role in the P&C if you can this year, as ‘many hands make light work’. 

 

Volunteer Induction 

As I stated above our school works well as school community, due to the amazing number of people who volunteer their time 
to support programs at our school. As we start the new school year it is important all our volunteers provide their Working 
with Children Check number, 100 points of ID and complete either Appendix 5 or 11. Please ensure your details are up to date 
at the front office. If you have previously provided your details and your Working With Children Check has not expired, then 
you will be ready to start helping when the teachers are ready. 

This year we are inviting all new volunteers to participate in an induction program. This will be a 30 minute session on 
Thursday 20th February at 9:15am in the school hall or Monday 24th February at 6pm in the school library. Anyone who is 
planning to assist in classrooms or volunteer in the school is encouraged to attend. This session will include site compliance 
for Workplace Health and Safety, Working with Children Check, Child Protection, Emergency procedures, Signing in 
procedures and protocols, security, supervision and PBL. Refreshments will be provided. 

 

Communication from the school 

Our school newsletter is the main source of information about our school, including upcoming events and key information. 
Our newsletter is uploaded to the school website each fortnight and is also distributed via the School ENews app. All notes 
sent home and all upcoming event information can be also be found on the website and the website is updated weekly. 

From time to time family circumstances may change. When relationships breakdown it is important to maintain respectful 
communication with each other and the school. Notes will be sent home with the student, to the parent the child is residing 
with at that time. The non-residential parent can access all information on the website or via the School ENews app. 

As always it is important to update your details at the front office to ensure the school has the correct information including 
address, emergency contacts, and any custody arrangements. 

 

Learning Supplies and Voluntary Contributions 

There are no compulsory fees in NSW Government Schools to meet minimum curriculum requirements. Each year every 
student/family is invoiced for Voluntary Contributions towards the operational expenses of running the school. Our voluntary 
contribution is $46 for a student or $75 for a family. This contribution is voluntary, and we appreciate the support of the 
families who make their contribution each year. This year we are also invoicing $30 for Learning Supplies which will help 
purchase supplies used directly in the classrooms by students. This payment is also voluntary.  

 

 

Meet the teacher Evening 

This year we are running our Meet the Teacher evening on Wednesday 19th February from 5-7pm. Please pop this date in 
your diary. More information will follow next week. 

Please remember this is time for general information about our school and your child’s class. If you need to speak to your 
child’s teacher about an individual matter, please make an appointment. 



 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report cont’d 

Primary Swimming Carnival 

Our Swimming Carnival was held on Wednesday at Lawson Pool. We were very lucky with the weather and it was great to see 
the high participation level of students competing in a range of races and novelty events. There are photos of the day later in 
the newsletter. 

 

Mrs Carol Frith Principal 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DO YOU NEED TO UPDATE YOUR CHILD’S 
HEALTH CARE PLAN? 

The school year has started so it is time to think about Health care Plans! 

 If a student has a current health care plan, please check its expiry and make a doctor appointment to 
update any plans that are approaching expiry. Updated plans can be handed in to the school office. 

 
 If a student has a medical condition such as anaphylaxis or asthma that may require medication to 

be given at school, please see your doctor to get a health care plan and provide it to the school 
office. 

 
If you are unsure if your child needs a health care plan, please contact the school office from and ask to 

speak to Mrs Jansons for assistance.  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome back for another year of fantastic Book Club buying               

opportunities.  We have changed our way for ordering. This new system 

called “Loop” is user friendly where parents/caregivers can place all    

orders online at home using payment from a credit card. All orders will 

still be delivered to the school and passed on to the students if you order within the due date. Any 

orders placed after the closing date can still be made but will incur a delivery fee and will be posted 

directly to the home address. 

The closing date for Issue 1 is Friday 14th February. 

If you have any inquiries regarding this new system, please don’t hesitate to contact me.   

All items purchased still earn bonus points which in turn are used to buy valuable books for our 

school. 

Thank you  

Annette Reynolds  

Book Club Coordinator 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stage Three 

This year, Stage Three will be taking part in a special library event to celebrate Library Lover’s Day!  

Library Lovers’ Day (14 February 2020) is organised by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA).This 

annual event involves hundreds of libraries and thousands of library users. 

This year’s theme is “Uncover Something New”. 

Over the coming weeks, Stage Three will be taking part in a “Blind Date with a Book”.  

Each child will chose a book from the library to wrap up in recycled wrapping paper. On the front of the wrapping pa-

per, the children will write a short blurb to give the potential reader a small hint of what’s to come! They will then 

attend a learning session in the library, where they will each select their “Blind Date” book to borrow.  

It should be lots of fun! 

If you have any old wrapping paper, that you would like to donate, please send this to the library! 

Thank you and happy reading! 

Library Monitors 

Expressions of interest notes will be sent home with children in Years Five and Six who are interested in becoming li-

brary monitors. These applications will go home in Week 3.  The notes detail duties and commitments expected of li-

brary monitors throughout the year, as well as a few questions for students to answer.  

If your child is interested, please go through the application with them. Both parents and students must sign the note 

for applications to be considered. 

I’m looking forward to assembling an enthusiastic, reliable and fun group of Faulconbridge Stage Threes! 

 

Jill Capuyan 

African Drumming is back starting Monday 10th February  in the music hall for students in grades 3-6. 

PLEASE ENSURE TO PAY YOUR $10 CASH ON THE DAY!   

Thank You 

AFRICAN DRUMMING IS BACK IN TERM 1 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

SPRINGWOOD WORLD OF TENNIS 
 

Andrew McLeod 

Accredited Club Professional NSW TCA 
Coach 

Previously coached in USA and Germany 

Qualified PDHPE Teacher 
 

GROUP & PRIVATE LESSONS 

ALL AGES - beginners to elite players 

SCHOOL HOLIDAY COACHING CLINICS 

PRO SHOP, RACQUET SALES & RESTRINGING 

Phone: 4751 5383 

Mobile: 0416 083 472 

Email: springwoodworldoftennis@hotmail.com 

SPRING ST, SPRINGWOOD 

SWOT 



 

 

 


